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Keeping the painstaking, laborious handicrafts of 
the pre-industrial age alive is the raison d'etre of 
the Istanbul Craft Bazaar
the heart of İstanbul, behind the Blue Mosque and just 
a step away from Topkapi Palaceand Saint Sophia is the
İstanbul Craft Bazaar (İstanbul Sanatları çarşısı) where you 
caninot only buy a unique, handmade work of art but see the 
craftsmen busy at their age-old occupations.
Housed in workshops in a restored Ottoman medrese or 
theological college, these dedicated heirs to the crafts of 
their ancestors produce gilded tezhip decoration, make dolls 
wearing regional costume, traditional gold and silver 
jewellery set with semi-precious stones, prepare richly 
decorated book bindings, make lace, and many other perfect 
gifts.
We talked to the bazaar's advisor, Mehlika Sarıoğulları, who 
told usthat the idea for the bazaar originated with Çelik 
Cülersoy, General Manager of the Turkish Touring and 
Automobile Association. She explained.
"Most of the workshops here are designed to keep alive 
dying Turkish arts, such as illumination and miniature 
painting, calligraphy, mother-of-pearl inlay, engraving, glass 
and porcelain ware, lace making, Turkish dolls, book binding, 
marbling, jewellery, carpet weaving and cotton printing 
Visitors not only get the opportunity to see the craftsmen at 
work, but also to purchase a true work of art, rather than a 
mere mass-produced souvenir. The bindery makes new 
bindings for old manuscripts (not for sale!) and cases for 
fermans (imperial decrees). The blocks for the cotton 
printing workshop are originals obtained from Kandilli, 
Kastamonu and Tokat, we have been intrigued to see that 
our Greek visitors are by far the best customers of the 
cotton prints."
Yıldız ünlüyurt, who works as a decorator in the porcelain 
and glass workshop, is a retired art teacher, she explained 
that they use original ottoman designs. First of all the 
coloured designs are painted and last of all the gilding is 
completed. The porcelain pieces are fired at 850 degrees 
Centigrade and the glass at 560 degrees. Here you can buy 
these intricately embellished plates, cups and vases at a 
range of very reasonable prices.
as we entered the jewellery worskshop, we found Türkan 
Madakbaş hard at work. As well as the traditional materials of 
agate, amethyst and other precious stones set in gold and 
silver, Mrs. Madakbaş uses black coral. Although black coral is 
found in abundance in the seas around Turkey, she was the 
first to use it in jewellery, inspired by the Mayas, who used it 
for talismans. She told us that it was also incorporated in 
kings’ sceptres in the belief that it brings good fortune.
Black coral is found in only four places in the world; in the 
seas around Hawaii, the Red Sea, the Red China Sea, and in 
the seas around Turkey.
After seeing the wonders produced by anonymous 
Ottoman craftsmen in Istanbul's palaces and museums, it is 
fascinating to see similar works in the process of exeution at 
the hands of living artists, poring in concentration over their 
benches from morning to night.
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